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A Spin System Model for Coupled-Cavity Masers
J. Shell1

The software for designing coupled-cavity masers has been extended to include
the eﬀects of the ruby spin system. Two computer programs based on the modematching algorithm are used. The ﬁrst program calculates the magnetic susceptibility in the ruby-ﬁlled cavity. The second program uses this information to calculate
the scattering parameters. The eﬀects of the ruby spin system are modeled in both
the absorptive and emissive states. Several examples of the model are presented.

I. Introduction
The ruby spin system is the collection of weakly interacting magnetic dipole moments associated
with the chromium ions in the aluminum oxide crystal lattice. Macroscopically, they appear as a weak
paramagnetic system. The population inversion achieved with the states of these dipoles in an external
magnetic ﬁeld is responsible for the ampliﬁcation process in a maser. The recent 31.8- to 32.3-GHz
(Ka-band) coupled-cavity maser design was done with a rectangular-waveguide mode-matching program
developed by JPL [1]. The maser was designed with no explicit reference to the ruby spin system [2]. A
better understanding of the maser and more accurate designs require that the eﬀects of the spin system
be included.
The earlier version of the mode-matching program characterizes the dielectric media by a complex
relative dielectric constant, but otherwise includes no losses. The original Ka-band coupled-cavity maser
design used the complex relative dielectric constant to create a loss in the cavity containing the ruby
crystal. This loss can be thought of as representing a spin system with inﬁnite line width and no
reactance. However, the quantum transitions of the ruby spin system behave as resonant circuits. They
have both a ﬁnite line width and reactive behavior. In addition, these components are temperature
dependent. Furthermore, when the spin system is inverted, by pumping the ruby, the resistive and the
reactive components change sign. This article presents a model useful for designing coupled-cavity masers
that includes these eﬀects.
An advantage of the model is its ability to predict the strength of the paramagnetic resonance. The
strength of the spin resonance at a particular frequency is determined mainly by two factors. One factor is
the polarization, direction, and strength of the rf magnetic ﬁeld relative to the spin vector of the quantum
transition. The rf magnetic ﬁeld is determined by the geometry of the coupled cavities. The spin vector
is determined by the strength and relative orientation of the external static magnetic ﬁeld to the ruby
c-axis. A second factor is the diﬀerence in spin population between the levels for which the transition
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occurs. The physical temperature of the ruby and the spacing of the four ground state levels determine
this diﬀerence. The number of spins available for a transition at a given frequency is also dependent on
the static magnetic ﬁeld distribution. The static magnetic ﬁeld may not be uniform, but shaped in such a
way as to broaden the ruby line width and increase the bandwidth of the ampliﬁer. The model attempts
to include all of these eﬀects.
By changing the physical temperature in the model, one can determine when the spin system becomes
critically coupled, or matched, to the generator equivalent resistance. The reﬂected power on resonance,
if the ruby is absorbing, will be essentially equal to zero. Such a spin system, when pumped (inverted),
will oscillate. An even stronger spin resonance will result in less complete power absorption. This often
is referred to as an under-coupled system. The radio frequency energy added to the cavity by the spin
system when pumped exceeds the cavity losses due to external loading and dissipation in the walls and
dielectric. Such a system most likely will oscillate. A weaker spin resonance than the critically coupled
case also results in less than complete power absorption. This is referred to as an over-coupled system.
The radio frequency energy added to the cavity by the spin system when pumped does not exceed all the
losses mentioned above. Such a system can have a stable gain when pumped.
The approach used is to generalize the scattering-parameter mode-matching program to include
a frequency- and position-dependent complex magnetic permeability. The frequency- and positiondependent portion of the permeability is provided by a complex magnetic susceptibility. Another program,
also based on the mode-matching algorithm, is used to calculate the position-dependent portion of the
susceptibility.
The model evaluates the rf magnetic ﬁeld in the ruby cavity in order to reduce the susceptibility tensor
to a complex scalar quantity. The rf magnetic ﬁeld is calculated using an improved version of a computer
Fortran program described previously [3]. The expression for the susceptibility tensor and its reduction
to a scalar is addressed in Section II. Since we are interested in the maser as an ampliﬁer, particular
attention was given to the problem of inverting the ruby to predict the gain. This involves understanding
the characteristics of the propagation constant above and below cutoﬀ for a waveguide ﬁlled with active
material. This is addressed in Section III. Some of the limitations of the model are discussed in Section IV,
and several examples are presented in Section V.

II. Magnetic Susceptibility of Ruby
The magnetic susceptibility of single crystal ruby is anisotropic and is described by a rather remarkable
equation [4,5]. It is given by
χ=

πµo
(gs β)2 (ni − nj ){h(f − fo ) − jg(f − fo )}S
h

(1)

Here h, µo , gs , and β are Planck’s constant, the permeability of free space, the spectroscopic splitting
factor, and the Bohr magneton, respectively. Also, (ni − nj ) is the diﬀerence in the number of spins per
unit volume in states i and j. The line-shape functions describe the variation of the susceptibility away
from the resonant frequency, fo . Two line-shape functions are used. They are denoted by g(f − fo ) and
h(f − fo ), respectively. The line-shape functions are given by

h(f ) =

g(f ) =

4(fo − f )
π(∆fL )2 + 4π(f − fo )2

(2)
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A plot of these functions is shown in Fig. 1 for f0 = 31.5 and ∆fL = 0.060. They are related by a
→
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→
−
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(4)

The evaluation of this quantity is discussed in detail in [6]. It is diﬀerent for each quantum transition. It
is important in what follows to note that the matrix S is hermitian. (Notice that the x-, y-, z-directions
in [6] correspond to the −x-, z-, y-directions in [3], respectively).
In general, the elements of the matrix S are complex. This would appear to cause a mixture of h(f )
and g(f ) to be associated with the real and imaginary parts of S for each element of χ. However, if the
susceptibility tensor is deﬁned as
χ = χ − jχ

(5)

and χ and χ are given by (as discussed by Siegman [4])
χ =

1
(χ + χ† )
2

(6a)

χ =

j
(χ − χ† )
2

(6b)

and

then everything works out. (The superscript “†” denotes the hermitian conjugate.) In the case of ruby,
this reduces to
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Fig. 1. The line-shape functions g (f ) and
h (f ) for fo = 31.5 GHz and DfL = 0.060.GHz.
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χ =

πµo
(gs β)2 (ni − nj )h(f − fo )S
h

(7)

χ =

πµo
(gs β)2 (ni − nj )g(f − fo )S
h

(8)

As a result, χ and χ are also hermitian, and the real and imaginary parts of the susceptibility tensor
are related by a Kramer–Kronig relationship.
Up to this point, everything has been kept rather general. However, to proceed further treating
the susceptibility as a tensor quantity would be very complicated. If the tensor susceptibility could be
replaced by an eﬀective scalar susceptibility, then the analysis would be much simpler. The magnetic
loading would be incorporated by changes to the waveguide propagation constant and the impedance of
the waveguide modes. This is the approach used.
The derivation of the eﬀective susceptibility is not long, but we leave a discussion of it to the Appendix.
Here we only state the result. An eﬀective scalar susceptibility is given by an expression of the form
 −→∗
−
→
[Ho · χ · Ho ]ds
χ =  −
→∗ −
→
[Ho · H o ]ds

(9)

with dissipative and dispersive parts, respectively, given by
 −→∗
−
→
[H · χ · Ho ]ds
χ =  o−→∗ −
→
[Ho · H o ]ds

(10a)

 −→∗
−
→
[Ho · χ · Ho ]ds
 −→∗ −
→
[Ho · Ho ]ds

(10b)



and

χ =

Since the geometrical part of the susceptibility tensor is contained within the spin tensor, we are eﬀectively
deﬁning an eﬀective spin scalar. Thus, for both the dispersive and absorptive parts of the susceptibility,
it is useful to deﬁne an eﬀective spin scalar by

S=

 −−→
−−→
∗
[Hrf
· S · Hrf ]ds
 −−→
−−→
∗
[Hrf
· Hrf ]ds

(11)

In order to incorporate this into the mode-matching program, we deﬁne an eﬀective spin scalar for planes
normal to the direction of propagation (the z-direction). In particular, the eﬀective spin as a function of
the distance along the direction of propagation (the z-direction) in the ruby-ﬁlled cavity is given by

Seff (z) =

−−→
−−→ →
∗
→
Hrf
(f, −
r ) · (S) · Hrf (f, −
r )dxdy

−−→
−−→ −
∗
→
−
→
H (f, r ) · Hrf (f, r )dxdy
slice rf

slice
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(12)

→
where −
r = (x, y, z). (In the current version of the program, the ﬁelds are uniform in the y-direction, so
the integration is only over the x-coordinate.) We approximate the integral by a summation. Then the
spin scalar can be written (dropping the subscript “rf ”) as
 −→∗ −
→ →
−
r ) · (S) · H (f, −
r)
H (f, →
i
Seff (z) = x
−→∗ −
→ −
−
→
→
xi H (f, r ) · H (f, r )

(13)

− −
→
H (→
r ) is the radio frequency magnetic ﬁeld at location (x, y) and z appropriate to the slice of the ruby
under consideration.
In summary, we can model the ruby spin system by including in our deﬁnition of the magnetic permeability a complex scalar susceptibility whose components are given by


χeff (f, z)
χeff (f, z)


=

πµo
(gs β)2 (ni − nj )Seff (z)
h



h(f )



g(f )

(14)

The procedure for modeling the ruby spin response involves two computer programs, both based on the
mode-matching algorithm. In the ﬁrst program, the ruby cavity in the maser structure is subdivided into
a number of slices. The magnetic ﬁeld is evaluated in the ruby cavity at a frequency near the center of
the ampliﬁcation band, and Seff (z) is calculated for each slice. Then the quantity given by
χp (z) =

πµo
(gs β)2 (ni − nj )Seff (z)
h

(15)

is evaluated for each slice of the ruby. The ﬁrst program creates an input data ﬁle suitable for use by the
second program.
The second program uses the χp (z) calculated by the ﬁrst program plus the line-shape functions g(f )
and h(f ) and calculates χeff (z) and χeff (z). Then a frequency- and position-dependent permeability
is deﬁned. The scattering parameters are calculated as in [1]. However, because the ruby can exhibit
gain, the procedure for calculating the propagation constant has to be modiﬁed. This modiﬁcation to the
original scattering-parameter mode-matching program is discussed in the next section.

III. Waveguide Propagation Constant with Active or Lossy Material
The ruby used in masers is a weak paramagnetic material. The ac magnetic susceptibility is usually
much less than one, so the deviation of the permeability tensor from unity is small. Although the deviation
is small, it accounts for all the interesting eﬀects mentioned in the introduction. The frequency-dependent
scalar magnetic susceptibility derived in the previous section is used to calculate a complex permeability
given by


µ = µo 1 + χeff − jχeff

(16)

The complex permeability and complex permittivity are used to calculate the square of the propagation
constant according to
γ 2 = kc2 − k 2 = kc2 − ω 2 µε
5

(17)

Here, k 2 is the square of the wave number of the medium ﬁlling the waveguide, and kc2 is the square of
the cutoﬀ wave number of the waveguide.
For the case where µ and ε have no imaginary components, γ 2 moves from right to left along the real
axis of the complex plane as the frequency is increased, as shown in Fig. 2(a). Below the cutoﬀ frequency
of the waveguide, γ 2 is real and positive, and above the cutoﬀ frequency, γ 2 is real and negative. The
origin corresponds to the point where the propagation changes from being below cutoﬀ to being above
cutoﬀ. If the system has a frequency-independent loss, then γ 2 moves from the right to the left on a line
above the horizontal axis. The greater the loss, the further the line is above the horizontal axis. The
location of the no-loss cutoﬀ frequency is on the positive imaginary axis. A similar situation holds for
the case of gain. Now γ 2 moves from the right to the left on a line below the horizontal axis. The greater
the gain, the further the line is below the horizontal axis. Again, the frequency that corresponds to the
origin in the lossless case corresponds to the point where the curve representing gain crosses the negative
imaginary axis.
During the execution of the program, it is necessary to calculate γ = α + jβ. The calculation of the
square root of γ 2 is not always obvious. If √
we think of γ 2 as a complex number in a polar representation,
iϑ
re , then the square root is given by γ = reiϑ/2 . If γ 2 occupies the equivalent of two quadrants in the
complex plane, we expect γ to occupy the equivalent of one quadrant of area of the complex plane.
This region corresponding to one quadrant can be divided further into two regions, corresponding to
frequencies above the no-loss cutoﬀ frequency and below the no-loss cutoﬀ frequency. Furthermore, we
expect the area of these two regions to be one-half of one quadrant of the complex plane.
We consider ﬁrst the case of loss. The locus of points corresponding to the no-loss cutoﬀ is the positive
imaginary axis in the complex γ 2 plane. The phase angle of this ray is either +90 deg or −270 deg.
Therefore, we expect this line in the complex γ plane to be either +45 deg or −135 deg. So we expect
region B in Fig. 2(a) to map into either region B  or B  in Fig. 2(b). But region B  corresponds to
gain, because α is negative there. So, B must map into B  . The same argument applies to region A in
Fig. 2(a). It can map into either A or A in Fig. 2(b). But, region A corresponds to gain, so it must
map into region A .
Now consider the case of gain. The locus of points corresponding to the no-loss cutoﬀ frequency is
the negative imaginary axis. The phase angle of this ray can be thought of as −90 deg or +270 deg.
Therefore, we expect this line in the complex γ plane to be either +135 deg or −45 deg. So, we expect
region C in Fig. 2(a) to map into either C  or C  in Fig. 2(b). But, since region C corresponds to above
cutoﬀ with gain, we expect α to be negative in the corresponding region in the γ plane. Therefore, C
must map into the region C  . Finally, we consider region D, the below-cutoﬀ region with gain. It can
map into either region D or D in Fig. 2(b). We suggest that it map into the region D . Consider the
point Q in Fig. 2(a). It corresponds to a situation where there is very small gain (close to the real axis)
and well below cutoﬀ (far to the right). It will map into either the point Q or the point Q in Fig. 2(b).
Point Q corresponds to a situation of loss, α is positive. Point Q corresponds to a situation of large
gain, α is negative. Physically, point Q makes more sense. Our ﬁnal picture of the complex γ plane
looks like Fig. 2(c). A Fortran routine was written to take the complex square root of γ 2 . The routine
examines the argument of γ 2 . Depending on its location in Fig. 2(a), it is mapped into the correct part
of the γ half-plane in Fig. 2(c).
In summary, Eq. (14) gives the real and imaginary parts of an eﬀective scalar susceptibility for a
particular quantum transition in ruby. It is speciﬁed once the temperature of the ruby, the magnitude
and orientation of the external static magnetic ﬁeld, and the rf magnetic ﬁeld vector are speciﬁed. These
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are used to calculate a complex magnetic permeability according to Eq. (16). The complex permeability,
permittivity, and waveguide dimensions enable the calculation of γ 2 according to Eq. (17). Then the
appropriate square root is taken as described above. The value of γ determined in this way replaces the
previous value everywhere that it appears, including the waveguide mode impedances given by ZT E =
(jωµ/γ) and ZT M = (γ/jωε).

IV. Assumptions and Limitations
The reason for developing the model is to predict and help understand the major factors inﬂuencing
the maser performance. This model is intended to get the design close enough that a small amount of
experimental adjustment will produce the desired product. It is not the intention of the model to include
all possible eﬀects. Nevertheless, some discussion of the various approximations and assumptions seems
appropriate.
We assume the change in the electromagnetic ﬁeld shape and magnitude inside the cavity per unit
distance due to the presence of the spin system is small. This approximation was used when the perturbed
ﬁelds were replaced by the unperturbed ﬁelds in Eq. (A-1). This means the predictions of the program
will be better for low-gain cavities.
We do not include in the model the anisotropy in the relative dielectric constant of ruby. Currently,
we consider the dielectric constant to be slightly variable. Its value can be adjusted by varying the small
air gap between the ruby and the top wall of the cavity that contains it.
We assume that the frequency-dependent part of the eﬀective scalar susceptibility is contained totally
within the line-shape functions. Strictly speaking, this is not true. As the frequency is changed, the ﬁeld
distribution within the ruby cavity will change slightly. This will lead to slightly diﬀerent values for the
susceptibility. As an example of this, we consider a coupled-cavity maser designed to amplify over 50 MHz
centered at 8.425 GHz. A perspective view of this is shown in Fig. 3. If the quantity χp is evaluated
inside the passband of the structure, a small variation with frequency can be seen. This is shown in Fig. 4
for ﬁve slices within the ruby-ﬁlled cavity. The slices are oriented perpendicular to the z-direction and
are located at the two irises, the center of the cavity, and approximately 1/4 and 3/4 of the length of the
cavity. The variation is essentially linear with frequency. Over the 8.40- to 8.45-GHz band, it is about 2
to 3 percent for the three slices nearest the coupling cavity and essentially independent of frequency over
the last two slices. The behavior will depend on the particular microwave structure being evaluated and
should be checked by the designer. In this case, the value of χp at 8.425 GHz represents the actual value
for the frequencies of interest to within about ±1 percent.
Y
X

Z

RUBY-FILLED CAVITY
Fig. 3. A perspective view of a coupled-cavity maser. The cavities are drawn
for illustrative purposes only; they are not to scale.
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Fig. 4. The frequency variation of cp for five slices
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cavity length from the pump iris, near the signal
iris, 1/4 of the cavity length from the signal iris,
and at the center of the cavity, respectively.

Finally, the program does not address the question of ohmic losses in the copper. Experimentally,
they are very small (especially at cryogenic temperatures) and are not considered a major factor in the
prediction of the maser response. Nevertheless, it is a topic that may be included in future versions of
the program.
Some comparisons of the model with data have already been made and are discussed in the next
section. However, these are not particularly stringent tests of the model. It would be desirable to test
the model more extensively in the future.

V. Examples
A. Ruby-Filled Waveguide at Room Temperature
We consider ruby absorption at 31.5 GHz at room temperature. The comparison with data from
reﬂection-type cavities at cryogenic temperatures is often obscured by variation in the frequencydependent loss or ripple due to unavoidable mismatches in the waveguide between the generator and
the maser. These mismatches aﬀect the coupling to the cavities. A transmission measurement of a wellmatched ruby-ﬁlled waveguide is chosen to provide a better test of the program’s ability to predict the
strength of the maser action. The ruby-ﬁlled waveguide is well matched because the copper waveguide and
the alumina input and output pieces are tapered. The structure used for this test is shown in Fig. 5(a).
Since the program will not handle partially ﬁlled waveguide, a rectangular bar of ruby was placed in the
center of the test structure with the alumina pieces serving only to provide a good match into and out of
the ruby bar.
The length of the ruby bar is 5.969 cm. This length is too large to be totally within a homogeneous
region of the small electromagnet used for the measurements. Therefore, the measured ruby absorption
line shape is not Lorentzian, but approximately sawtooth shaped. The measured ruby spin resonance
absorption is shown in Fig. 5(b).
9

(a)

ALUMINA

RUBY

ALUMINA

A

A’

COPPER
TOP VIEW (COVER REMOVED) (DRAWING NOT TO SCALE)

COPPER
SECTION A - A’
0.3
(b)

RUBY ABSORPTION, dB

0.2
0.1
0.0
-0.1
-0.2
-0.3
-0.4
-0.5
31.24

31.34

31.44

31.54

31.64

31.74

FREQUENCY, GHz
0.3
(c)

RUBY ABSORPTION, dB

0.2
0.1
0.0
-0.1
-0.2
-0.3
-0.4
-0.5
31.24

31.34

31.44

31.54

31.64

31.74

FREQUENCY, GHz
Fig. 5. Test structure, data, and theory for a well-matched ruby-filled waveguide in a
nonuniform magnetic field: (a) microwave test structure used to obtain the data in
Fig. 5(b), (b) measured power absorption due to the ruby spin resonance at room
temperature, and (c) calculated power absorption using the spin system model for
cp = 0.0000357, 0.0000420, and 0.0000483.
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In order to model this situation, a magnetic ﬁeld gradient along the length of the ruby bar must be
simulated. The program does this by assigning diﬀerent resonant frequencies to diﬀerent sections of the
ruby bar. The curves in Fig. 5(c) were made assuming 10 sections of ruby, each resonant at a slightly
diﬀerent frequency, with a total length of 5.969 cm. The line width of each section was 60 MHz, and the
relative dielectric constant of the ruby was taken to be 9.5.
Once the shape was nearly ﬁt, the value of χp was chosen to best ﬁt the data. (Recall that χp includes
everything except the line-shape functions.) In order to obtain the best ﬁt to the data in Fig. 3(b),
χp ≈ 0.000042. (This value includes an additional factor of 10−9 that actually belongs to the line-shape
functions. However, the frequencies in the computer program (including the line width) are expressed
in GHz rather than Hz. Since g(f ) and h(f ) have dimensions of frequency−1 , the line-shape values are
too large by a factor of 109 .) Also plotted are two curves where χp was increased and decreased by
15 percent. The relatively small changes indicate this is not a precision test of the model.
Nevertheless, we evaluate Eq. (15). The values used were Seff = 0.956, µo = 4π · 10−7 H/m, β =
9.273·10−24 A-m2 , h = 6.626·10−34 J-s, and gs = 2.0. The above values imply (n3 −n2 ) = 2.14×1022 spins
per cubic meter. This spin-population diﬀerence at 296 K implies a total spin density of 1.65 × 1025 spins
per cubic meter. If the ruby is grown by mixing 0.05 percent by weight of Cr2 O3 with Al2 O3 , then the
total number of spins per cubic meter is 1.58 × 1025 . Thus, the nominal growth value and the value
suggested by the data agree quite well.
Incidentally, even if the magnetic ﬁeld were uniform, on resonance the line-shape function would be
g(fo ) = 2/π∆fL = 2/π(0.060) = 10.61. This quantity multiplied times 0.000042 equals 0.000446. This is
the ac susceptibility on resonance. Even at cryogenic temperatures near 4.2 K, where the susceptibility
is perhaps 70 times greater, the value is only 0.0312. It is seen that χ << 1. This value of χ implies a
magnetic Q of Qm = 1/χ = 32.
B. Ka-Band Multiple-Cavity Maser: Ruby Absorption and Mismatch Effects
We next consider the Ka-band multiple-cavity maser at 4.2 K. The measured data are shown in Fig. 6(a)
and indicate a minimum return loss of nearly −35 dB. However, the spin system is nearly critically coupled
at this temperature. Slight changes in the match can aﬀect the measurement signiﬁcantly. The calculated
return loss is shown in Fig. 6(b) as the ruby resonance is tuned in frequency. To make this plot, we
introduced a discontinuity in the waveguide about 38 cm in front of the maser. (This is the approximate
location of a waveguide circulator in the experimental setup.) The return loss of the discontinuity was
set to be about −23 dB. Then the ruby resonance was swept in frequency. This corresponds to tuning
the applied static magnetic ﬁeld. The absorption is very sensitive to the impedance seen by the maser.
The return loss can vary from nearly −23 dB to about −13 dB. A better test of the program at cryogenic
temperatures is possible if we move away from the center of the dielectric resonance. Then the spin system
will not be nearly critically coupled and should be less susceptible to mismatches. This is considered next.
C. Ka-Band Multiple-Cavity Maser: Ruby Absorption and Reactive Effects
We consider the maser spin system tuned to the low-frequency side of the dielectric cavity resonance.
In particular, the static magnetic ﬁeld is adjusted until the spin resonance occurs at 31.377 GHz. The
ruby spin absorption is much weaker and less susceptible to mismatch eﬀects. We demonstrate the ability
of the program to predict reactive eﬀects by inverting the ruby spin system.
The reactance of the ruby resonance is dependent on χ . Like χ , it changes sign when the ruby spin
population is inverted. Figure 7(a) shows the measured data. The lower curve is the ruby absorption.
The maximum ruby absorption is 4 dB. The upper curve is the ruby inverted. In this particular case,
the ruby absorption does not invert “straight up.” The gain peak occurs about 20 MHz higher in frequency
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Fig. 6. Ka-band maser ruby absorption: (a) measured
ruby absorption at a physical temperature near 4.2 K for
the Ka-band multiple-cavity maser and (b) calculated
ruby absorption as the external magnetic field is varied.
A small mismatch has been placed 38 cm in front of the
maser.

than the maximum absorption. If we were on the high-frequency side of the dielectric resonance, the gain
peak would be lower in frequency than the maximum absorption. Figure 7(b) shows the results of the
model. The physical temperature of the ruby in the data and the model was about 4.6 K. The predicted
maximum ruby absorption is 5.1 dB, and the shift in frequency upon inverting the ruby is 28 MHz.
D. X-Band Multiple-Cavity Maser
The last example is an 8.40- to 8.45-GHz (X-band) coupled-cavity maser. It demonstrates the full
utility of the model, which is not seen at Ka-band. The optimum signal polarization at Ka-band is nearly
circular and, consequently, is essentially independent of position in the ruby-ﬁlled cavity. This is not the
case at X-band. Consider the maser structure shown in Fig. 3. We will examine two cases, one with
12
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Fig. 7. Ka-band maser ruby absorption/gain: (a) measured ruby gain and absorption for the Ka-band multiple-cavity maser at a physical temperature of approximately 4.6 K; the frequency of the measurement is well
below the center frequency (approximately 32 GHz) of
the dielectric resonance, and (b) calculated ruby gain
and absorption for the conditions of Fig. 7(a).

the ruby c-axis oriented in the x-direction and the other with the c-axis in the z-direction. The cavity
that holds the ruby is 2.291 cm by 0.6528 cm in the x- and z-directions, respectively. (The greater the
deviation from a square cavity, the greater will be the eﬀect of changing the ruby c-axis orientation.) The
coupled-cavity bandwidth is approximately 100 MHz, and the ruby line width is given a linear taper of
about 60 MHz. The magnetic ﬁeld taper imposed on the ruby is along the direction of propagation. The
ruby cavity is broken up into 21 equal slices. The magnetic ﬁeld version of the mode-matching program
is run to determine the eﬀective susceptibility in each slice. The program creates a ﬁle suitable for use
by the s-parameter mode-matching program. The predicted ruby absorption for the two cases is shown
in Fig. 8 for the cavity at 4.0 K.
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Fig. 8. Calculated ruby absorption for an X-band
coupled-cavity maser showing the effects of
c-axis orientation. Curve "a" corresponds to the
ruby c-axis oriented in the z-direction. Curve "b"
corresponds to the ruby c-axis oriented in the
x-direction.

VI. Conclusion
The mode-matching program used to design masers has been improved to allow modeling of the
ruby spin system. It is shown how this can be done using a frequency-dependent complex scalar magnetic
susceptibility. It is shown how the value of this parameter can be evaluated knowing the physical properties
of ruby, the geometry of the cavities, and the physical operating conditions. The program allows for the
ruby to be in either the absorbing or emitting state. Several examples demonstrating the program are
presented.
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Appendix
Derivation of an Effective Scalar Susceptibility
A derivation of an eﬀective scalar susceptibility is discussed by Siegman and Lax and Button [4,7].
We brieﬂy discuss it here.
In general, the change in the propagation constant due to magnetic tensor loading is given by

γ+

γo∗

 −
−→
→
jω H · ∆µ · Ho∗ dS
= 
→ −
→ −→ −
−
→
→
−
z · ( E × Ho∗ + Eo∗ × H )dS

(A-1)

where γ, γo are the perturbed and unperturbed propagation constants and ∆µ is the change in the
→
−
→ −
permeability tensor due to the magnetic loading. Also, Eo , Ho are the unperturbed electric and magnetic
→ −
−
→
ﬁelds, and E , H are the ﬁelds in the presence of the spin system. The ﬁrst approximation is to replace
the perturbed ﬁelds by the unperturbed ﬁelds. Then the denominator in Eq. (A-1) is four times the power
ﬂow down the waveguide in the absence of the spin system. But the power ﬂow is the group velocity
times the stored energy integrated over the waveguide cross-section. In particular,

P = vg Ws = vg

1
µo
2

−→∗ −
→
Ho · Ho dS


(A-2)

Since ∆µ = µo χ, we can write

γ+

γo∗

 −→∗
−
→
Ho · χ · Ho dS
=
 −→∗ −
→
2vg Ho · Ho dS
jω

(A-3)

Using a Taylor series expansion, Siegman shows that if a scalar magnetic susceptibility is present, the
ﬁrst-order changes in the real and imaginary parts of the propagation constant are given by
∆β − jα =

ω
(χ − jχ )
2vg

(A-4)

Comparison of Eq. (A-3), where γ = α+jβ and γo = jβo , and Eq. (A-4) leads to the eﬀective susceptibility,
Eq. (9), in the text.
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